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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW MEXICO 

United States of America, 

Plaintiff, 

v. Civ. No. l:19-cv-00122 

$14,800.00 In United States Currency, 

Defendant-in-rem. 

VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR FORFEITURE IN REM 

Plaintiff, United States of America, brings this complaint in accordance with 
Supplemental Rule G(2) of the Supplemental Rules for Certain Admiralty or Maritime Claims 
and Asset Forfeiture Actions, and alleges as follows: 

Nature Of The Action 

1. This is a civil action to forfeit and condemn to the use and benefit of the United 
States of America property involved in violations of the Controlled Substances Act and 18 
U.S.C. § 1952 that is subject to forfeiture pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6) and 18 U.S.C. 

§981(a)(1)(C). 

Defendant/v Rem 

2. The defendant in rem consists of the following: 

i. Fourteen Thousand Eight Hundred Dollars ($14,800.00) in United 
States Currency, (hereafter referred to as “Defendant Currency”). 

3. The Defendant Currency was seized by the Department of Homeland Security, 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection on September 26, 2018, in the District of New Mexico. 
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4. The Defendant Currency is now, and during the pendency of this action will be, in 
the jurisdiction of this Court. 

JURISDICTION AM) VENUE 

5. The United States District Court for the District of New Mexico has subject 
matter jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1345, 1355(a) and 1356. 

6. Venue for this civil forfeiture action is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 
§§ 1355 and 1395, as acts or omissions giving rise to the forfeiture took place in this district and 
the property is found in this district. Upon the filing of this complaint, the Defendant Currency 
will be arrested by execution of a Warrant for Arrest In Rem in the District of New Mexico. 

Facts 

7. On September 26, 2018, Customs and Border Protection (CBP) Senior Patrol 
Agent Montellano was assigned to an inspection checkpoint on Interstate 25, north of Las 
Cruces, New Mexico. 

8. At approximately 8:25 P.M. a red Mercedes Benz entered the inspection area. The 
driver, later identified as Alec Daniel Barbour. Barbour declared U.S. citizenship, but was pale 
and rigid and did not know the last name or address for the person he claimed to have visited in 
Las Cruces. 

9. During Barbour’s questioning the odor of marijuana emanated from the car. 
Barbour consented to a search of the car’s trunk. During the inspection, the Agent noticed 
several large duffel bags, which smelled of marijuana and contained marijuana residue. In 
addition, there was a plastic vacuum sealed bag. Barbour claimed that he used the duffel bags for 
camping. Barbour was referred to the secondary inspection area. 
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10. In the secondary inspection area. Agent J. Rivera obtained consent from Barbour 
to conduct a canine sniff of the car. The canine alerted. Agent J. Rivera asked Barbour whether 
he had narcotics or large amounts of currency in the car. Barbour responded that there was a 
small amount of currency in the console. In the console was a large brick of U.S. Currency 
wrapped in rubber bands and a cellular flip phone. 

11. Barbour said the flip phone was not his and that he obtained the currency from 
printing T-shirts. The canine later alerted to the currency. 

12. Barbour has a criminal history of arrests and convictions for possession of 
Marijuana for sale. 

13. A count of the U.S. currency totalled $14,800.00. 

First Claim For Relief 

14. The United States incorporates by reference the allegations in paragraphs 1 
through 13 as though fully set forth. 

15. Title 21, United States Code, Section 881(a)(6) subjects to forfeiture “[a]ll 
moneys, negotiable instruments, securities, or other things of value furnished or intended to be 
furnished by any person in exchange for a controlled substance or listed chemical in violation of 
this subchapter, all proceeds traceable to such an exchange, and all moneys, negotiable 
instruments, and securities used or intended to be used to facilitate any violation of this 
subchapter.” 

16. Defendant Currency was furnished, or intended to be furnished, in exchange for a 
controlled substance, or constitutes proceeds traceable to such an exchange, or was used or 
intended to be used to facilitate a violation of the Controlled Substances Act and is thus subject 
to forfeiture to the United States pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6). 
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Second Claim For Relief 

17. The United States incorporates by reference the allegations in paragraphs 1 
through 19 as though fully set forth. 

18. The 18 U.S.C. § 981 (a)(1)(C) provides, in part, for the forfeiture of any property, 
real or personal property which constitutes or is derived from proceeds traceable to an offense 
constituting a “specific unlawful activity” (SUA) as defined in 18 U.S.C. § 1956(c)(7), or 
conspiracy to commit such offense. 

19. 18 U.S.C § 1952 prohibits interstate and foreign travel or transportation with the 
intent to (1) distribute the proceeds of any unlawful activity; (2) commit any crime of violence to 
further any unlawful activity; or (3) otherwise promote, manage, establish, carry on, or facilitate 
the promotion, management, establishment, or carrying on, or any unlawful activity. Unlawful 
activity is defined in 18 U.S.C. § 1952(b). 

20. Defendant Currency is the proceeds of a violation of 18 U.S.C § 1952 or is the 
proceeds traceable to such property and, is thus subject to forfeiture to the United States pursuant 
to 18 U.S.C § 981(a)(1)(C). 

WHEREFORE: Plaintiff seeks arrest of Defendant Currency and forfeiture of same to 
Plaintiff, determination of the validity and priority of claims of the Claimants and any Unknown 
Claimants to the Defendant Currency, costs and expenses of seizure and of this proceeding, and 
other proper relief. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN C. ANDERSON 
United States Attorney 



STEPHEN R. KOTZ 
KRISTOPHER JARVIS 
Assistant U.S. Attorneys 
200 N. Church Street 
Las Cruces, NM 88001 
(575) 522-2304 
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28 IJ.S.C. § 1746 Declaration 

1 am a Special Agent with the Department of Homeland Security. I'.S Customs and 
Border Protection who has read the contents of the Complaint for Forfeiture In Rem to which this 
Declaration is ailatiied: and the statements contained in the complaint are true to the best of my 
knowledge and belief 

I declare under penalty of perjury and the laws of the United States of America that this 
Declaration is true and correct, except as to matters stated on information and belief, and as to 
those matters 1 believe them to be true. 


Dated: 



Department of Homeland Security, U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection 
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